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The subinfeudation system of China was a product of traditional society. Since 
Qin and Han Dynasty, The subinfeudation system had gone through many changes 
and adjusts. In the long history, it had experienced an evolution which is tortuous，
wavy and gradually declining. All the time, the seignior of Zhu Ming dynasty is a 
main issue in the academic research because of its great significance on politics, 
economy and military in Ming dynasty. 
After Ming Dynasty was established, learning from the basic historical lesson on 
the demise of dynasties, Zhu Yuanzhang recognized that it was possible to depend on 
the royal clan to consolidate the domination. So he appointed his sons seigniors to 
some important areas of Ming Empire. These seigniors were endowed with 
prerogative in areas of politics, economy and judicature. In the wake of the death of 
Zhu Yuanzhang, it has become a great trouble for Emperor Jian Wen to handle the 
situation that the seigniors all consolidated the domination on their respective manors. 
But for his lack of the strategic insight and political means, the  attempt to 
weakening the seigniors failed and as with the reigns. Chu Ti became the Emperor in 
the name of a seignior. In the light of the failure of the last dynasty, he put great 
emphasis on the control of the seigniors, especially in political and economic areas. 
And this policy was succeeded by the following emperors such as Hong Xi and Xuan 
De. The seigniors in Ming Dynasty switched their roles from the nobles that protected 
the royalty to the attachment of it. Generally speaking, from Hong Wu to Yong Le, the 
seignior system had experienced many reforms and was finally stabilized. 
Chuzhao king Zhu Zhen was the sixth son of Zhu Yuanzhang. Wuchang is 
located in the upstream of the capital, which possessed geographically strategic 
advantage.  During the reign of Hong Wu, Zhu Zhen was the full-fledged 
representative in Hu and Guang area. He led the army to suppress the revolt by the 
southern people, which had made a great contribution to the stability of the 
south-western border. During the Jian Wen years, although Zhu Zhen was not listed as 
one of the targeted seigniors to be wiped of, his military ability was restricted as to 















no action in Nan Chang, which showed his standpoint on the favor of Zhu Ti. So he 
did not go up to aid the army. During the Yong Le years, Zhu Zhen was less 
aggressive and began to conceal his ability so that he won Zhu Ti’s trust and got 
special favor of the emperor. He was entitled of the “Wise King”. 
The dissertation is composed of the preface and the main body. The preface 
summarizes the selecting of the subject and the current situation of the study. It 
confirms the significance and innovation of the research in this paper. Based on the 
research of the subinfeudation, by studying Zhu Zhen a seignior in the early Ming 
Dynasty, it discusses the cause,content and the characteristics of the seignior system 
from Ming Hong Wu to Yong Le years in chronological order. It analyses the 
advantages and disadvantages of the policy in different periods of time to obtain a 
deeper understanding to the transformation of the seignior system. 
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